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sionality of psychic life" (italics in original). Thus mental processes 
may be regarded as truly existing in space, in spite of their lack of 
definite figure. 

In the same number of the Monist Dr. Paul Carus has offered several 
objections to this view of consciousness. One of these is that a physi- 
ological state of rest always coincides with a state of rest in conscious- 
ness, so that mental activity can not mean " a passive condition of an 
uneventful storage." To this Professor Montague's reply would prob- 
ably be that if consciousness is identical with the potential energy in 
brain-cells, then every physiological change in these cells is correlated 
with a change in consciousness, and vice versa. And during " dreamless 
sleep," for instance, consciousness may not be absent, but merely so 
changeless as quite to elude the memory. A change in the potential 
energy is, according to the theory, a change of a higher derivative; 
which is again consciousness. Another of Dr. Carus's objections is, that 
" the problems of life and the ideals of mankind are not to be sought in 
the domains of either matter or energy, but are, all of them, without any 
exception, questions of form. ... A materialistic monism loses sight of 
the significance of form and, with it, of all intellectual, moral, artistic, 
and religious treasures." The author would, perhaps, reply that some- 
thing in the nervous system must account for these "forms," and that 
nothing is more adapted thereto than potential energy. And yet, indeed, 
it is one thing to say that the potential energy accounts for the forms 
of the contents of consciousness, and quite another to say that it is these 
latter. 

The theory above reviewed, as its author states, bears resemblance to 

the views of Ostwald and others, and its author presents it as a form of 

interactionism which remarkably fits the facts. It should be carefully 

weighed by all who are hoping to find that consciousness is something 

else, as, say, some form of brain action. 

E. B. Holt. 
Harvard University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



Professor Bawden contributes to the July number of the Popular 
Science Monthly an article on " The New Philosophy called Pragmatism." 
He recognizes three distinct phases of the movement as follows : Professor 
James emphasizes the practical meaning of the philosophy for every-day 



